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Heeding this warning will require the American Psycho-

logical Association to unembed itself from the U.S. military.:
Meanwhile, as APA member Dan Aalbers declared, “This de-
tention and interrogation policy is going to go down. And
once it does go down, we will find that we have secured the
best cabin on the Titanic.”

The struggle against torture continues on many fronts.:';
Psychologists are determined to reclaim their profession and?
place it firmly among the healing arts, not the dark arts.
There is much work to be done. “In todays world there are
more health care professionals involved in the design andi.
structuring of torture than there are involved in providing:'_i_

o

care for survivors,” said Douglas Johnson, executive director.

of the Center for Victims of Torture, in Minneapolis, on
Democracy Now!?
The grassroots revolt among psychologists is spreading,;%

often in spontaneous acts of conscience. Just days after the%
APA convention in 2007, psychologist Mary Pipher heard;ié
Steven Reisner and Stephen Soldz discuss the interrogation; ‘{i

controversy on Democracy Now! Pipher is the author of the.
best-selling book Reviving Ophelia and In the Middle of Every ;
where, a book about refugees and torture survivors. She
promptly decided on her own to return the President’s Cit
tion that she had received from the APA. She wrote, “1
not want an award from an organization that sanctions i

i

members’ participation in the enhanced interrogations aﬁ;{
CIA ‘black sites’ and at Guantdnamo.”

In late 2007, six college psychology departments—g
Earlham, Guilford, California State University at Long: -
Beach, University of Rhode Island, York College of the City !

Science Under Siege

ymg that it was a v1olat10n of professional ethics for psy-
ologists to participate in interrogations in any prison out-
side the United States where there is a lack of due process.
g@ther psychology departments are considering similar reso-
fiutions And a number of APA members are withholding
adues (withholdapadues.com) in protest against the organiza-
i°=t:ons stance.

. We sat with Reisner at the APA convention shortly after
‘l“‘?t e moratorium on interrogations, for which he’d crusaded
ior two years, was defeated. His eyes welled and his voice
‘cracked as he reflected on the outcome. “I was a psychologist,
and I wanted to close the door [to torture]. I thought I
g_: uld.” He has vowed to press on.

. Jean Maria Arrigo reflected on what made her stand up. “I
E;hdnt want to be that person who couldn’t make a small
move because it would hurt a little bit. That’s what it takes.

gYOLl have to take a small move that’s going to hurt.”

Psychologists in Denial
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